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Oorcha was then at the summit of its splendour; its population increased
rapidly, and the frequent visits of the emperor made it the central point of
attraction. But its fall was destined to be as rapid as its rise. Birsing's
successor, Jajhar Sing, not following the adroit policy of his race, had the
temerity to attack the Mogul power outright; and, defeated and dethroned,
he was replaced by his brother 1'ehar, who was a creature and a vassal of the
Delhi court.

This sealed the fate of the Bundelcund empire, and the Mahrattas dealt it its
death-blow. The crown of Birsing is now parcelled out among numerous petty
States; and Oorcha, deseited and abandoned, is nothing but a township in the
raj of Tehri, where a few hundred peasants vegetate beneath the shadow of
its palace. Thus we have an instance of a city between whose foundation and
complete abandonment there is an interval of only three centuries.

Though not very ancient, it contains many subjects of great interest for the
traveller. Built all at one period by a young and powerful race, it.has a distinc-
tive character peculiar to itself. Everything in it is imposing, full of originality,
and boldly conceived; and its palaces and its chief temple bear comparison with
the masterpieces of the great Hindoo schools of architecture.

On the 14th of February we left Barwa-Sagur, and, after two hours' march
through the dense forests on the banks of the Betwa, we reached the walls of the
ancient capital. The great gate with its pointed arch, which was formerly used
as an entrance to the city, has been walled up, and the passage now used is
through a narrow postern-gate. The first parts of the city through which we
went were but mere heaps of ruins overshadowed by large acacias. Here and
there were cultivated tracts of ground which showed that, even in the days of its
splendour, the city did not cover all the space within the walls which Fretap
Hrad had allotted to it. The ground was rocky and somewhat undulating, and
upon the crest of the hill there were no remains of any importance. From it,
however, all the marvels of Oorcha may be seen. Upon the other side of the
orchards, which form a small forest, extends the long line of palaces stretching
towards the river and forming a junction with those upon the island; and above
them, and suspended, as it were, over the terraces of the palaces, stands out the
vast mass of the temple of Ohutter Bboja One is especially struck by the vast
number of these buildings which are still upstanding. It is difficult to regard
them merely as a suite of buildings intended for a Court: they look like a city
of palaces. Our guide took us through long and narrow street a bordered upon
each side by the high walls of the gardens; and he brought us to a halt at a
door, the panels of which are of wood, and bordered with long festoons of the
hop-plant. After knocking repeatedly, and causing the echo to resound through
the dead city, a servant opened the door, and without making any remark
motioned us to enter; when we found ourselves in a beautiful garden known as
Foull JBaugh (the Garden of Flowers). The flower-beds, and the thick groves
composed of all the fruit trees of the tropics, were surrounded by well-paved
walks, and at the end of the garden stood the Palace of Flowers, a tasteful
pavilion which is a true type of the Bound61a style. The ground floor of the
p^.c-e has a verandah, supported by twenty-four columns of red sandstone, form-
ing a large open room. Over the verandah is a terrace, to which the first-floor
apartments give access; and this terrace, which was no doubt for the use of the